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“So be married, chant Hare Krishna and be happy. This is what I want.”
-His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acharya: International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Above: Shrila Prabhupada performs a wedding ceremony, Boston 1970. L to R. Vaikunthanatha and Saradiya, Baradwaja and Rukmini and Nanda Kishore and Jahnava attended by your Editor. Photo by Uddhava das for ISKCON Press.
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Sacred Wedlock: Souls Joined to Serve 

Shri Guru and Gauranga 

Dear Prabhus,
Dandavats to the Vaishnavas and welcome to our Krishna conscious marital services.
Our office, the Mithuna Twiins Astrological Services, has been formed to serve the needs of devotees and aspiring devotees of Shrila Prabhupada’s ISKCON and the Gaudiya sampradaya. Lately, we have received a large number of sincere requests for devotee marriage introductions. Our independent services have been enthusiastically encouraged also by a number of our Society’s leaders. Therefore, towards the continued development of viable varnashrama dharma within ISKCON and as a service to Shrila Prabhupada, we are pushing our marital services into a higher gear. Eligible single ISKCON devotees who follow the four regulative principles and chant 16 rounds daily are invited to participate.

Do You Desire to Enter Into a 
Krishna Conscious Marriage? 
Devotee Marriage Introductions: Eligible candidates for devotee marriage may write to me, Patita Pavana das Adhikary, at dhimanakrishna@gmail.com for more information about applying fo the list of our Devotee Marriage Introduction program. We match charts and introduce astrologically compatible prospects—all of which takes considerable time. Therefore it is understood that an offering of dakshina is required as per Vedic etiquette. This dakshina in turn supports our preaching center in a part of the world—SW Bulgaria—where we are the only devotees.

Through the bona fide use of astrology, our office has experienced considerable success in introducing several successful ISKCON devotee couples. Now we wish to extend this service to a broader level of outreach. We will only introduce devotees to one another who mutually agree and who have a high degree of astrological compatibility. We have observed that even an average or reasonable amount of acceptable astrological compatibility proves insufficient due to personal needs and desires that sometime arise in grihasta ashram.  
Once both candidates have been introduced, it will be up to the individuals to sort out details of a life together. The job of the astrologer ends at introduction, though we will be pleased to follow the progress of individual couples. Once introduced, we definitely recommend a lengthy series of honest and forthcoming e-correspondences in order to sort out details and to make sure that you both agree on what you are getting into. Such responsibilities are the duty of each individual. Astrological compatibility therefore is no substitute common sense.
Naturally, it is understood that a Krishna conscious husband must be in a financial position to care for his wife and children. And a Krishna conscious wife must be prepared to dedicate herself wholeheartedly to her family. All this takes work and sacrifice for the pleasure of the Supreme Lord. Up front honesty and openness are respected, whereas surprises later can devastate a relationship. Keep in mind that finding a suitable partner whose astrological compatibility is at a normal level is difficult. Therefore finding matches of agreeable devotees at very high levels of compatibility is not easy and therefore we do not guarantee any results. Nonetheless, we have witnessed the hand of Shri Krishna in our past successes. We are but His instruments by the grace of Shrila Prabhupada. 
Marrying a Goddess of Fortune 
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SHRILA PRABHUPADA UVACHA: “Just see. Lakṣmī-sahasra-śata-sambhrama-sevyamānam (Brahma-samhita 5.29. Lakṣmī. The beautiful girls are called goddesses of fortune. Actually, a woman is considered as a goddess of fortune, a representative of the goddess of fortune. We are misusing for sense gratification. No. They should be respected as goddesses of fortune. 
“If a man has a nice wife, actually he has a goddess of fortune. That is astrological calculation. A man is considered to be fortunate in three ways. If he has got good wife then he is fortunate. If he has got good son then he is fortunate. And if he has got plenty money he is fortunate. So these three standards of fortune, out of which one who has got good wife, he is the most fortunate. So our society will try to make good wives so that the boys, all boys, should, can think himself always fortunate. If one has got good wife, any place, doesn't matter ... Just like Lord Śiva, he was living underneath the tree. There is no shelter, but he had the good wife, Pārvatī, so he was happy. So whenever you like, we shall select any brahmachari. But don't have illicit sex. Marriage is allowed. I take personally care of marriage. I want this society must be cleansed. Without being cleansed, nobody can advance in spiritual consciousness.” 
(Lecture at the initiation of Smt. Rukmini Dasi, Montreal, August 15, 1968)

Our Marriage Candidate List contains many qualified Vaishnava ladies and gentlemen from different parts of the world and of different ages and temperaments who have vowed their willingness to become qualified marital partners. However in order to insure that a Vaishnava gentleman becomes fortunate enough to marry a representative of the goddess of fortune, the Mithuna Twiins undertake the highest level of astrological forethought. First through Krishna consicousness and second through jyotish, we try to foresee that problems are actually solved before they arise. However, in the final analysis, responsibility lies with the individuals since each jiva soul is blessed with the ability to choose between either Krishna or Maya. -PPd
Introducing Surya das (Soleil Prabhu)
It is our pleasure to introduce Shri Surya Prabhu, a French Canadian devotee who is scheduled for initiation this summer or later this year by his Guru Maharaja, Shrila Bhakti Raghava Swami Maharaja. Surya (or Soleil) is a nickname that he has been known by for some years. 
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L: Surya Prabhu.  R: At Nouvelle Vraja Bhumi with His Holiness Bhakti Raghava Swami Maharaja and devotees

Surya is the owner of his own twenty-acre, honey-producing farm called Nouvelle Vraja Bhumi. The farm is part of the Varnashram Dharma project of his Guru Maharaja. The farm is at Amherst, Quebec, which is less than two hours from the ISKCON centers in Montreal and Ottawa which he visits regularly.
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L. Surya’s custom built home at Nouvelle Vraja Bhumi.  R. He has 80 organic honey producing hives.

Please see this slide show for Nouvelle Vraja Bhumi:

https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=105784625058890330814&target=ALBUM&id=5722173041170981793&authkey=Gv1sRgCLSwkqXKk5-CnQE&invite=CPiD6MMH&feat=email
Surya is a graduate in naturopathic medicine who has worked as a clinician for 12 years. Today he is the Owner / President of the profitable B Jain Pharmaceutical
(Canada) and has three employees. He spends three months in India per year where he is involved in humanitarian activities. During those trips he takes pilgrimages to Mayapur and Vrindavana. He would like to travel in the future with his Vaishnavi “better half.”  He is also learning Hindi. He desires children. He was married previously and has two children from that relationship who do not live with him. He was born in 1969 and would like to enter into correspondences with a fixed up devotee who seeks an honest and affectionate, yet fully Krishna conscious relationship, who is in her late 20’s to late 30’s.

Kindly share this letter with any single Vaishnava ladies you know who might be interested. There is no charge for matching the chart of an eligible Vaishnavi with Surya’s horoscope. Ladies may send their time, date and place of birth to me at dhimanakrishna@gmail.com.
Shrila Prabhupada on Astrological Marriage
Patita Pavana das Adhikary
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Actually, marital compatibility between devotees is the most valuable aspect of Jyotish Shastra. That astrological harmony is a necessary consideration in determining a permanent relationship has been discussed by the Founder-Acharya on many occasions, as noted in the following article on Vedic marriage. Note that the references given here are not our hopeful speculations, but are in fact authoritative quotes from the Bhaktivedanta Purports and verses of Shrimad Bhagavatam. See this http://www.dandavats.com/?p=8169.
Regarding the sanctity of grihasta ashram, Shrila Prabhupada also writes (SB 5.5.8, Purport):

“In the Satya-samhita it is stated:
brahmadya yahnavalkadya muchyante stri sahayinah
bodhyante kecanaitesham vishesham cha vido viduh

Sometimes it is found among exalted personalities like Lord Brahma that the wife and children are not a cause of bondage. On the contrary, the wife actually helps further spiritual life and liberation. Nonetheless, most people are bound by the knots of the marital relationship, and consequently they forget their relationship with Krishna” 
Marriage should be undertaken for advancement in Krishna consciousness, and not for stepping into the blind well of the sense indulgent grihamedhi (envious householder). Therefore, as long as marriage is responsibly undertaken by two compatible persons who are willing to co-operate for the sake of mutual service to Shri Guru and Gauranga—according to the directions of Shrila Prabhupada—it should be encouraged. As a general instruction, Shrila Prabhupada instructs (Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 18.5, Bhaktivedanta Purport):
“The yogis should perform acts for the advancement of human society. There are many purificatory processes for advancing a human being to spiritual life. The marriage ceremony, for example, is considered to be one of these sacrifices. It is called vivaha-yajna. Should a sannyasi, who is in the renounced order of life and who has given up his family relations, encourage the marriage ceremony? The Lord says here that any sacrifice which is meant for human welfare should never be given up. Vivaha-yajna, the marriage ceremony, is meant to regulate the human mind to become peaceful for spiritual advancement. For most men, this vivaha-yajna should be encouraged even by persons in the renounced order of life. Sannyasis should never associate with women, but that does not mean that one who is in the lower stages of life, a young man, should not accept a wife in the marriage ceremony. All prescribed sacrifices are meant for achieving the Supreme Lord.”
In 1969 we were blessed to attend a marriage ceremony performed by Shrila Prabhupada in Boston for three couples. In those days it was a strong preaching point that true marriage should indeed last a lifetime. Or, that is, at least until the sons are g​​​rown and the daughters married when the husband can enter into the fourth stage. However, as ISKCON’s marital record famously fell to somewhere near the same level of the karmis we were preaching to, the issue of marital harmony in our discussions about the advantages of a Krishna consciousness lifestyle silently dissipated.
Be Devotees First, Match Charts Second

When Shrila Prabhupada has given the directions for astrological harmony in marriage based upon the compatible taste and character of two spirit souls joined as one, where is there a question of discussion over the bona fides of marriage based upon the age-old Vedic system of astrology? The fact of the matter is that when there is astrological harmony between a Krishna conscious husband and wife, good luck magically follows the relationship. In other words, the issue of “getting along with one another” is merely the obvious result. Invisible results—such as growing wealth and the appearance of good children who themselves are blessed—tend to follow households that are united on the basis of expert application of astrology.
Of course as valuable as astrology is in the matter of Vaishnava marriage, matching charts is but the second consideration. The first consideration is that the couple should be devotees. Only then can they hope to unite and work harmoniously together in Krishna consciousness for the pleasure of Shri Guru. This point is strongly illustrated in a letter that follows:
	
	Berkeley

My Dear Candrabali,
Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated January 5, 1970. I am so glad to learn that you are going to be married with Citsukhananda on Sunday, 11th  January, at the Radha-Krishna Temple. I like this marriage ceremony because it has given practical proof of my ideas that boys and girls of this country better be married and engaged in preaching work. By the grace of Krishna, our centers managed by the married couples, like Boston, Hawaii, Detroit, New Vrindaban, St. Louis and Buffalo, etc., are doing very well. Similarly, when you are married, as it was discussed in Los Angeles, you also go somewhere, probably in Mexico as you desire, and organize a center there and start an edition of BTG in Spanish language. Our BTG in French language and German language are improving sales and people are appreciating. So why not in Spanish language, which you know well and I think Citsukhananda also knows well. So this is very good news. I was, since a long time, thinking of your marriage. Now Krishna has given you this opportunity. Utilize it properly and be happy. I am glad to learn that Hamsaduta is going to officiate the ministerial function in the marriage, and I think he has got the tape of all the mantras in this connection. So be married, chant Hare Krishna and be happy. This is what I want.

Your ever well-wisher,
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AA. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS/db, Los Angeles, 9 January, 1970
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His Divine Grace Shrila Prabhupada performs the wedding of Shriman Vamanadeva das Prabhu and Smt Indira Dasi Mataji. That’s your Editor is seated between Brahmananda Prabhu and Mother Indira Dasi. NYC, 63 2nd Ave. Aug. 1969
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